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any vision and wondered what the matter was with.
Pillai. When later he communicated his vision, they
cracked jokes at his expense. He was in no joking mood
however. Next evening, that is, on the 5th May, he sat
before the Swami. This day also he saw a vision. The
Swami was suddenly seen surrounded by a halo which
was as powerful as a number of full moons thrown
together. The Swami's body was shining gold like the
morning sun, and again his entire body smeared, with
holy ashes.f His eyes beamed with mercy. There were
others in the room at the time, but they did not see any
such vision.  Pillai did not ask the Swami about these
matters, nor did the Swami say anything.   Two days
later when Pillai went and saw the Swami, the latter
appeared like a mass of crystal to Pillai's eyes. Pillai's
heart, overflowed with joy and he was afraid to leave the
Swami lest the joy should suddenly cease. All this con-
vinced Sivaprakasam Pillai that he had obtained the
grace of the Swami. He resolved to lead a similar life of
Tapas (austere penance) curbing all sex desires and.
observing Brahmacharya (celibacy).

All the above facts are substantially taken from Pillai's
AnugmhcL Ahaval, a Tamil poem wherein he gratefully
describes his relations with the Swami. From these one in-
fers that the Swami has a powerful, magnetic personality,
that by staying with him for some time a person may
change his life, habits and instincts, and that by his
grace one can receive faith in God as tangibly and cer-
tainly as one receives a fruit or a book. ,

tin point of fact the Swami has at no time applied ashes
to his whole body.